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the effect of excluding those of other nations. Responsible
Colonial statesmen like the late Lord Lugard advocated
a return to our earlier practice of equal economic oppor-
tunity for all throughout the Colonial Empire, and this
would certainly be in accordance with the principle of the
"dual mandate." On the long view, and in a world economic
order freed from artificial barriers and restrictions, it would
probably also be best for the Colonial peoples themselves,
although we have to remember that we stand in a fiduciary
relation to them, and under present conditions they may
want to retain some bargaining power in their own hands,
It must probably be assumed,, however, that in future econo-
mic arrangements, the general interest must take precedence
of those of individual peoples.
But quite apart from economic relations, the future status
of Colonial peoples is a matter which concerns the world
at large; it is indeed a collective responsibility of civilization,
while the political future of the British Colonies is primarily
a domestic issue between themselves and the other members
of the Commonwealth. There are other Colonial systems,
and progress by one group cannot leave the others un-
affected, more especially in Africa, where a common policy
and co-operative action, if not actual territorial adjustment,
is urgently needed.
It must indeed be recognized that under the new world
order the fact that certain peoples still remain in varying
stages of tutelage and under foreign government, however
well intentioned, is one that has fully justified international
recognition and regulation in the interests both of the
Colonial peoples themselves and of the general comity of
nations. The world has now realized that the Colonial
relationship, which has subsisted more or less unquestioned
for centuries past, can no longer be recognized as necessary
and permanent, but is essentially transitional Rnd terminable,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